Message from acting CEO of the Academy to current students in Mumbai.

Dear Student of The Academy, 

You may have all heard of the recent incidents of violence against Indian students in the City of Melbourne. Along with our own resident Indian students and staff, we at Monash University condemn such incidents. Melbourne is and has always been regarded as a safe city. It is a culturally diverse city that embraces people from all nations and treats people with dignity and respect.

Melbournians are proud of the city's reputation as one of the most livable cities in the world. Yet, the recent events show the city in poor light. Given that several of you will be travelling to Monash University in Melbourne in the next year or so, it is likely that you and your families may be concerned about your

personal safety and well-being at a time like this.  Please do assure them that Monash University will take all steps to ensure student and staff safety at Monash.

Monash University has a comprehensive security plan that includes emergency telephone numbers, constant vigilance on campus, the presence and availability of a 24-hour security escort service, "red" emergency phones within buildings, security help points, CCTV in certain locations on campus and a security bus service.  While we cannot ignore these recent events and while we would like to believe that these are stray incidents, we would like to reiterate that Monash University takes the security, safety and well-being of its students very seriously.

No student or staff member should ever be denied the right to feel safe and secure at Monash or anywhere in Melbourne or Australia. We would like all of our students to return to India with pleasant memories of a productive, safe and happy stay.

Should you wish to talk to Professor Tam Sridhar or to me about your concerns when we are there in Mumbai next week about this and other issues, please seek a time for an appointment with Ms Anasuya Banerji.

Regards

Mohan

_____________________________

Professor Mohan Krishnamoorthy

Acting CEO, The IITB-Monash Research Academy

Mobile: +61 (0)418 969 409

email: Mohan.Krishnamoorthy@eng.monash.edu.au

http://www.eng.monash.edu.au/about/deanery-profiles/mohan-krishnamoorthy.html

Global message from vice Chancellor of Monash University

From: Global Email <Global.Emails@adm.monash.edu.au>

To: All Victorian Staff <allvictorianstaff-l@monash.edu.au>

Date: 03/06/2009 09:58 AM

Subject: Safety on and off campus

A message from Professor Richard Larkins, Vice-Chancellor

_____________________________________________________________________

Safety on and off campus

Like me, you are no doubt alarmed by the recent attacks on Indian students in Melbourne. As a country of immigrants, Australia has generally been successful as a diverse and tolerant nation. Sadly, these attacks diminish Australia’s reputation for tolerance and diversity.

Monash has one of the largest international student populations of all Australian universities, with around 18,000 of its 56,000 students born overseas. The safety of all our students is paramount and although no Monash student has been a victim in recent attacks, I urge all students be careful after the recent rise in attacks on Indian students in Melbourne. We value the happy, mutually supportive multicultural environment at Monash and will do everything we can to further enhance this.

We seek to create a safe environment at all of our campuses. University Security on every campus is available for immediate response to threatening situations. The 24-hour on-campus emergency number is (03) 9905 3333, or extension 333 from any internal phone. If you encounter a threatening situation off-campus, Victoria Police can be contacted by

telephone on 000. For help in non-urgent situations, Monash has established a Community Care Line as part of its commitment to providing a safe study environment. You can call the Community Care Line to seek assistance in managing situations where your wellbeing is affected by inappropriate, threatening or concerning behaviours or events. The Community Care Line is staffed from 9am to 5pm Monday-Friday, and can be reached by phoning 

(03) 9905 1599or emailing: communitycare@adm.monash.edu.au In addition we endeavour to provide information about personal safety in the community. At the start of each semester two members of the Victoria Police Multicultural Liaison Unit address international students on

safety within the community. This week, the University’s Crime Prevention coordinator, Craig Mentiplay, will be available to answer questions about personal safety and reporting incidents to the Police at two special information sessions, details below. Students who cannot attend are encouraged to email Craig directly with questions at craig.mentiplay@adm.monash.edu.au

Global message to all staff and students from vice Chancellor of University

of Melbourne

From: Vice-Chancellor <vc@unimelb.edu.au>

> Date: Mon, Jun 1, 2009 at 5:26 PM

> Subject: University community condemns attacks on Indian students

> To: all-staff@staff.unimelb.edu.au

>

>

> Dear colleagues,

>

> The University of Melbourne community has been greatly distressed to learn  of the recent incidents of violence against Indian students in the city of Melbourne. With our own Indian students and staff, we join with the broader Indian community in condemning such incidents and any racially-motivated violence as repugnant to our city.

>

> Melbourne has always been regarded as a safe destination for international students, a culturally diverse and urbane place which welcomes students from all nations into an environment of civility and respect. This is a reputation of which all Melburnians are rightly proud but recent events show that we must all work hard to maintain it.

>

> Today we have consulted with student representatives of the Indian student organisations at the University of Melbourne, who confirm our own security records that Indian students at our campus thankfully have not experienced racially-motivated attacks of the kind reported elsewhere at present.

>

> We are sending a message to all our Indian students and staff highlighting the support we offer to ensure student and staff safety in our precinct. A security escort service is available on campus and in the surrounding areas to accompany any student who feels at risk, to provide safe passage from University buildings to public transport. Emergency (blue) telephone points are installed across the campus, and University Security is available 24 hours a day.

>

> In preparation for our Semester 2 intake, the University is delivering pre-departure briefings to our students in five cities in India - Hyderabad, Chennai, New Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore. Personal safety will be a priority topic in these briefings. As part of the Orientation program on arrival, students will receive guidance from our security staff and from

> representatives of Victoria Police on personal safety, including advisory information on using public transport at night.

>

> Last week the University of Melbourne joined with other universities in asking Victoria Police universities could take to improve the situation.

>

> I would like to draw the attention of all our students and staff to our Safety on Campus webpage <www.pb.unimelb.edu.au/security/safetytips/safetyoncampus.html> - and also remind students and staff that University Security can be reached at any time at Freecall 1800 24 6066, and that free security escorts can be arranged by contacting Security on 8344 4674.

>

> No student or staff member should ever be denied the right to feel safe and secure on our beautiful campus - or anywhere in our city, state or country. I am sure that the University community joins with me in wanting to ensure that all visitors to our campus and our country return home with only good memories of their experience in Australia.

>

> Glyn Davis
