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Press release:

IITB-Monash Research Academy

16 January 2008

Information relevant to education, science, research and business pages

BACKGROUND

This Media Release announces the establishment of the IITB-Monash Research Academy – a Joint Venture between IIT Bombay and Monash University, Australia.

IIT Bombay, a world renowned educational and research institute in India and Monash University, Australia, a globally recognised institution of research and higher learning are setting up a Research Academy.

This premier multi-disciplinary Research Academy (referred to as “The Academy”) will be a first-of-its-kind in India. The Academy will be located in a purpose-built, modern facility on the IIT Bombay campus. The Academy will aim to exploit the synergies generated by the combined and complementary strengths of both institutions to develop a high-quality international research capability. 

The Academy will be a not-for-profit, autonomous institution with an independent Governing Board and a high-powered Advisory Council, which includes captains of industry and research luminaries.  Mr Narayana Murthy (Infosys) is the Chairman, and other members include Dr. Pawan Goenka (Mahindra & Mahindra), Mr. Prasad Menon (Tata Power),  Dr V. Rao Aiyagiri (Department of Science and Technology),  Sir Gus Nossal (Former President of the Australian Academy of Sciences), Dr Ramesh Mashelkar (Former Director-General CSIR), and Dr Megan Clark (BHP Billiton).   The Vice-Chancellor of Monash University and the Director of IIT Bombay will be ex-officio members of the Advisory Council.  With their advice and participation in the deliberations, it can be expected that this proposed joint venture will be of the highest calibre, both in vision and capabilities.

The inaugural meeting of The Advisory Council of The Academy was held today on January 17, 2008.

OBJECTIVES AND AIMS

The Academy will engage in theme-based, inter-disciplinary, and goal-directed research. This effort would contribute to the quality and quantity of research both at IIT Bombay and Monash University. The Academy’s research outcomes will be of benefit to India, Australia and the global society.

Following are the objectives of The Academy:

1. Developing high-quality research capability to enhance knowledge in various fields of scientific endeavour to benefit India and Australia.

2. Undertaking theme-based, goal-directed and use-inspired strategic research in partnership with government and industry sectors.

3. Building an additional strong cadre of high quality doctoral graduates, who will spend part of their candidature at Monash University in Melbourne.

4. Taking up projects of commercial significance in collaboration with industry in India, Australia and worldwide and creating significant research and commercial impact on a national and global scale.

[QUOTE FROM PROFESSOR RICHARD LARKINS, Vice-Chancellor, Monash University, Australia]: “As Australia’s most International university, Monash University, welcomes the opportunity presented by the IITB-Monash Research Academy to further Australia’s research links with India. The Academy assists Monash University’s International programme in several exciting ways, not least of which is the prospect of being closer to where the global research agenda is going to be set in the 21st Century.”
[QUOTE FROM PROFESSOR ASHOK MISRA, Director IIT Bombay, India]: “This is a major new initiative for IIT Bombay for partnering with a leading international research university like Monash to enlarge our pool of expertise, and help us respond to the needs of industries across the world.  The research staff and students resident on the campus at the Academy will significantly contribute to the research activities of IIT Bombay.”
The initial focus of The Academy is broadly based around six diverse cutting-edge Research Themes. These include Energy, Water, Biotechnology & Stem Cell Research, Infrastructure, Advanced Computational Engineering and Nanotechnology.

These Themes will together address the future R&D challenges of several Industry Sectors such as petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, automotive, infrastructure, biotechnology, life sciences, IT, financial markets, etc. The Academy’s flexibility in the design of research programmes will permit the research community and the industry participants to produce high-impact outcomes.

INDUSTRY INTEREST

The Academy will be a research facility with an applications focus. The high-end, modern and purpose-built research infrastructure at The Academy, will be employed to carry out contract research for industry.

The Academy will also produce a high quality stream of doctoral and post-doctoral research scholars, who will form the backbone of India’s standing as a global R&D Hub.

This concept and initiative has received strong interest from various companies mainly in India and Australia. 

Funding commitments for research have also been received from industry.  Industry can look forward to carrying out its long-term research through The Academy. At the same time, industry in India, Australia and elsewhere can develop its strategic talent pipeline through The Academy,

STUDENT COMMUNITY INTEREST

A joint PhD programme has been developed. This enables doctoral students to receive a joint accredited PhD degree from both Monash University and IIT Bombay.

The students will be supported by attractive scholarships that will enable them to spend part of their tenure at Monash University, Australia. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

For more information on The Academy, contact 

tam.sridhar@eng.monash.edu.au

pbanerji@iitb.ac.in 

EMBARGO ON RELEASING THIS INFORMATION UNTIL Thursday 17 Jan 2008
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